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 Representing You - Legislation and Advocacy

The Federation actively represents you as part of the Mental Health Liaison Group. The Mental Health
Liaison Group (MHLG) is a coalition of almost 70 national organizations representing consumers, parents
and family members, advocates, providers, and mental health experts dedicated to building better lives for the
millions of Americans affected by mental illness

The Federation through the MHLG expressed support for the Medicaid CARE Act (H.R.
2687). MHLG Letter of Support
The Federation supported the Behavioral Health Coverage Transparency Act
The Mental Health Liaison Group expressed our continued opposition to specific provisions within the
House and Senate versions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, particularly the provisions repealing the
Affordable Care Act’s individual shared responsibility mandate and the House’s provision repealing
the medical expense deduction. MHLG Opposition to Repeal of Individual Mandate
The Federation kept affiliates up to date on the latest with Mental Health Parity.

MHLG Parity Memo
Disparity Analysis
Insurance Commissioners by State

CHIP Update

25 states are set to run out of funds by January's end even with recent short term patch-- that translates to 2M
kids that could lose coverage by end of January.
 
The Georgetown University Center for Children and Families released new analysis which found that if
Congress does not act soon to fund the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), an estimated 1.9
million children in separate CHIP programs could lose coverage in January. An additional 1 million children
would also be at risk of losing coverage by the end of February. 

Congress passed a short-term continuing resolution (CR) that will keep the government funded through
January 19, 2018. The bill also includes a small amount of additional funding for CHIP, but it falls woefully
short. This CR adds $2.85 billion to funds CHIP for 6 months – from October 1, 2017 through March 31,
2018. The federal government spends about $14.5 billion on CHIP each year. So half a years’ funding would
be in the neighborhood of $7.25 billion.

George Town University Report MACStats: Medicaid and CHIP

Data Book

http://www.ffcmh.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/362eb58c-2733-4fe1-8119-e4bf9ef233bb.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/240169a6-61ef-4e27-b78d-b634125587c6.docx
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/6f7d0b82-ad39-4880-a1d0-35012550039f.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/ed12e94b-fca6-410e-b04d-f588076aae17.docx
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/e69c47f7-e884-4ee3-9ccc-b85c9a1f009f.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/50037ba8-0079-4be1-80ea-7b14f2a3e22d.xlsx
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/d8d418da-55b0-4d79-b0cf-e308d6073cbc.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/b441ecbf-0912-4226-baf0-09597ada51db.pdf


ISMICC Update

The Interdepartmental Serious Mental Illness Coordinating Committee (ISMICC)unveiled its 2017 Report to
Congress during a press conference and virtual public meeting on Thursday, December 14.

For those of you that have been participating in the Town Halls with Conni Wells, you will remember
that Conni let us know that the recommendations are just the starting point for the work of the ISMICC.

The work for advocates is just beginning as we work on
making the recommendations they best they can be.

Be looking for announcements from the Federation about upcoming Town Halls.
Visit the Town Hall Page on the Federation website for more information,

ISMICC Full Report

Passing of Sybil Goldman
It is with great sadness that I share with you the news that Sybil Goldman
passed away on December 26th after a courageous battle with cancer. Sybil
was a great supporter of the family movement and our efforts in starting the
National Federation of Families for Children's Mental Health. She continued to
be a wonderful partner in our work to change the systems that serve our
children and families. She was the recent and well deserved recipient of the
Federation's Karl Dennis Unconditional Care Award. In Sybil's role as the
director of the National Technical Assistance Center for Children's Mental
Health at Georgetown University and her role at SAMHSA developing

children's mental health policy she was able to lead much of the system change efforts that created the
services and supports families need to be able to keep their children at home and in their community.  

She was a loyal friend and colleague during my years as the director of the Federation and someone I could
always count on. 

She will be missed. 

Barbara Huff

Upcoming Webinars and Training

Training: How to Create Change for Kids in Your
Community

Thu Jan 04 at 12:00pm ET

Getting your child help and support is the first step in becoming an advocate for change.

But many parents have asked the Understood Team how to get better resources for all

kids with learning and attention issues. If you’d l ike to become more involved in making

change in your school and your community, join this training to learn the basics.

No registration is needed—simply go to l ive.understood.org at the time of the chat

SOAR Online Training

The SOAR Online Course trains case managers to assist individuals

https://www.ffcmh.org/conference-townhall
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/21b08f49-c441-4df4-8bda-edb4232714aa.pdf
http://live.understood.org/en/


SOAR Training

who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness and have a mental

i l lness, medical impairment, and/or a co-occurring substance use

disorder to apply for the Social Security Administration’s (SSA)

disabil ity programs: Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social

Security Disabil ity Insurance (SSDI). The techniques taught in this

course can improve the quality and completeness of any application

for SSI/SSDI.

Resources 

Family Support Partners - A Growing

Resource for Idaho Families

Sometimes a parent with a "shared experience" can be the most
helpful resource when feeling overwhelmed by raising a child with
mental health challenges, drawing from their own parenting
experience and additional training. Learn more about this service,
how to become a CFSP and the CFSP's working in the community.

Powerpoint
YouTube

Dyslexia Resources

For teenagers with dyslexia, every class can be a struggle because they all involve some aspect of

reading and spelling. Dyslexia is also connected to some social, emotional and behavioral issues. Use

this visual guide to see how dyslexia can affect a high-schooler’s daily life.

Link to Visual Guide

2018 Goals Calendar

Middle-schoolers wi th  executive function ing issues often have a

hard tim e star ting tasks and com pleting them . That can m ake

ach ieving personal  goals di ffi cu l t. Your  ch i ld m ight get the idea

of the goal , but not clear ly see or  keep in  m ind what steps are

needed to accom pl ish  i t.

These pr in table 2018 calendar  sheets m ay help h im  stay on

https://soarworks.prainc.com/course/ssissdi-outreach-access-and-recovery-soar-online-training
http://files.constantcontact.com/fa3e9a0a001/89442d4a-1cb2-43ee-9194-751b54c4a1b6.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=404&v=u_ZfODDGSK4
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/dyslexia/understanding-dyslexia
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/dyslexia/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-teen-with-dyslexia?utm_source=fbshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=share
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executive-functioning-issues/understanding-executive-functioning-issues
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executive-functioning-issues/why-kids-with-executive-functioning-issues-have-trouble-starting-tasks


track wi th  com m on goals l i ke getting to school  on tim e or

clean ing up h is room . In  addi tion  to the calendar  sheets, there

are 14 goals you can download, pr in t and cut out. Each one

com es wi th  a l i st of steps your  ch i ld can fol low to get the job

done. (You and your  ch i ld can also create your  own goals and

steps.)

Together , decide which goal  he shou ld tackle each m onth .

Attach the goals and steps to the space on the r igh t side of the

calendar  page, and have h im  hang i t wherever  i t wi l l  help the m ost—in h is room , in  the ki tchen or  by the door . He can check off

the days or  weeks that he’s h i t the goal  so he and you can see h is progress.

Calendar Download

YouTube Video

School Responder ModelF

The School Responder Model is a strategy for meeting behavioral health

needs to keep kids in school and an alternative to exclusionary discipline

policies. This animated video was prepared by the National Center for

Mental Health and Juvenile Justice with support from the University of

Maryland, Baltimore as core partners of the National Technical Assistance

Network for Children’s Behavioral Health under contract with the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services P

Trinka and Sam Stories

This story was developed in collaboration with the Early

Trauma Treatment Network and the National Center for

Child Traumatic Stress. 

The story was developed to help young children and their

families begin to talk about feelings and worries they may

have after they have experienced a fire.  

More information about how to help children who have

experienced fires or other traumatic events can be found at

www.nctsn.org. 
Trinka and Sam and the Big Fire

Piplo Productions
Resources

Trinka and Sam Stories

      

https://www.understood.org/~/media/7d439d07b3d24900a8058f5909754b2c.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KI1cRueelvw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdfs/trinka_sam_the_big_fire.pdf
http://piploproductions.com/stories/once/once-resources/
http://piploproductions.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalFederation/
https://twitter.com/nationalffcmh
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-federation-of-families-for-children's-mental-health
https://www.pinterest.com/nffcmh/



